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(54) PRODUCTION OF OPTICAL FIBER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a method for producing optical fiber in 
which the cooling efficiency in wire drawing can be improved from 
that of a conventional method and the wire drawing can thereby be 
carried out at a higher speed than that in a conventional method. 
CONSTITUTION: A preform 1 for optical fiber is drawn into a wire 
while being heated in a wire drawing furnace 2 to form optical fiber 
3, which is then led into a cooler 5 equipped with spray-producing 
nozzles (12a) and (12b) and circulating fans (13a), (13b) t (13c) and 
(13d) for forcedly circulating a produced spray cooling medium 
therein. Pure water is subsequently a cooling medium feed pipe 14 
to the spray-producing nozzles (12a) and (12b) and compressed 
nitrogen gas is fed from an air feed pipe 15 to generate sprays in 
the cooler 5. The circulating fans (13a), (13b), (13c) and (13d) are 
then operated to start the wire drawing. The sprays emerging from 
passage holes 16 and 1 7 for the optical fiber in the upper and 
lower parts of the cooler 5 are sucked with gas discharge pipes 
(18a) and (18b) and discharged. 
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